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UM HOSTS HOLLYWOOD FILM DIRECTOR’S 
REVIEW OF 100 YEARS OF MOVIES
MISSOULA --
Sydney Pollack, one of the most influential film directors in America, will look back on a 
hundred years of movies in a public lecture at The University of Montana—Missoula Wednesday, 
April 17.
The Academy Award-winning director will present "Reflections on the Centenary of Motion 
Pictures" at 8 p.m. in the Montana Theatre at the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center.
The free lecture, presented as part of the 1995-96 President's Lecture Series, will follow a 
weeklong Sydney Pollack Film Retrospective that begins Wednesday, April 10, at the Crystal 
Theatre, 515 S. Higgins Ave.
Pollack is best known for the award-winning performances he has elicited from top 
Hollywood stars including Robert Redford, Jane Fonda, Meryl Streep, Dustin Hoffman, Barbra 
Streisand, Paul Newman, Bun Lancaster and Tom Cruise.
His work has received more than 45 Academy Award nominations since his first movie, 
"The Slender Thread" starring Sidney Poitier and Anne Bancroft, was released in 1965. Pollack's 
1985 film, "Out of Africa," won seven Oscars including Best Picture, Best Screenplay and Best 
Director for Pollack. He won the New York Film Critics’ Award for his 1982 film "Tootsie."
Pollack’s films have won him other awards, including the Golden Globe, the National
-more-
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Society of Film Critics’ Award, the NATO Director of the Year Award and prizes at the Brussels, 
Belgrade, San Sebastian, Moscow and Taormina film festivals.
Other films directed by Pollack include "The Firm," "Absence of Malice," "The Electric 
Horsemen," "Bobby Deerfield," "Three Days of the Condor," "The Way We Were" and "They 
Shoot Horses, Don’t They?" His most recent film, a remake of the classic "Sabrina," was 
released earlier this year.
In 1985, Pollack formed Mirage Productions, through which he has produced a number of 
films, including "Scrooged," "Major League," "Fabulous Baker Boys," "Presumed Innocent," 
"Dead Again" and "Searching for Bobby Fischer."
Bom in Lafayette, Ind., in 1934, Pollack began his career as an actor after studying at New 
York’s Neighborhood Playhouse. He stayed at the playhouse as an acting coach while appearing 
on Broadway, in summer stock and on television.
Actor Burt Lancaster got Pollack his first chance at directing for television. Pollack 
directed more than 80 shows, including 15 episodes of the popular "Ben Casey" series, before 
switching to the big screen.
Pollack has returned to acting over the years, playing a small role as Dustin Hoffman’s 
agent in "Tootsie." In 1992, he appeared in Woody Allen’s "Husbands and Wives," Robert 
Altman’s "The Player" and Robert Zemeckis’ "Death Becomes Her."
m
Contacts: Richard Drake, UM history professor and lecture series organizer, (406) 243-2981; 
Leland Buck, Sydney Pollack Film Retrospective organizer, (406) 549-3660.
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SYDNEY POLLACK FILM RESTROSPECTIVE SCHEDULE
The Sydney Pollack Film Retrospective will feature a film each 
night in the week before the director's arrival in Missoula. Tickets 
can be purchased for $3 at each showing, except "The Firm," which 
will be presented free of charge. A $14 pass is good for admission 
to all seven movies.
Retrospective movies are:
Wednesday, April 10 -- "They Shoot Horses, Don't They?" 5 p.m. 
Thursday, April 11 -- "The Way We Were," 5p.m.
Friday, April 12 -- "Three Days of The Condor," 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 13 -- "Tootsie," 5 p.m.; "Out of Africa," 7 p.m. 
Sunday, April 14 -- "The Firm," 7 p.m.
Monday, April 15 -- "Sabrina," 7 p.m.
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